
 
 
 

Whittemore-Prescott Chapter of the National Honor Society 
Character, Service, Leadership, Scholarship 

 

 
National Honor Society Candidate: 
 
Congratulations!  You have earned an opportunity to join the National Honor Society.  The purpose of the 
National Honor Society (NHS) is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to 
promote leadership, and to develop character in students.  The Whittemore-Prescott Faculty Council will be 
convening soon to complete the annual selection process at Whittemore-Prescott Jr/Sr High School.  This letter 
is to inform you that you may submit a candidate form if you desire to be considered for membership. 
 
Scholastically, a student must have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.3.  In addition to the 
academic requirement, selection is based upon high standards of leadership, service, and character.  A high 
academic record will not insure automatic NHS membership; G.P.A. is the initial qualification used to determine 
whether or not you may be considered a candidate. 
 
Students who become members of the NHS are required to maintain the minimum scholastic grade point 
average, and they must continue to live up to the character, leadership, and service ideals of the Society.  In 
addition, to remain in good standing, they are required to participate in scheduled NHS activities.  Currently, our 
Chapter completes two group service projects:  Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up (fall and spring) and quarterly blood 
drives.  In addition to these projects, membership is expected to work on individual service projects.  Members 
are expected to acquire no less than 30 service hours annually; it is suggested that members acquire 15 service 
hours each semester to keep on-track and membership in good standing.   
 
If you are interested in seeking admission into the NHS, you must complete the information enclosed and 
return it to us by the date listed.  Submission of your candidate form does not insure automatic selection to the 
NHS.  The Faculty Council reviews your submission and considers your candidacy according to the National 
Honor Society Guidelines and criteria outlined in the student handbook.  The Faculty Council makes the final 
decision for all membership decisions.  All Council evaluations are confidential and under no circumstances can 
information be released.  The Chapter Adviser will notify each candidate individually of the outcome once the 
selection process is completed. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the Society or membership, feel free to contact the Chapter Adviser. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Whittemore-Prescott National Honor Society Adviser 

 



 
 
 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY CANDIDATE FORM – Additional Information 
 

REVIEWING CANDIDATES 
 
Whittemore-Prescott’s Chapter of NHS follows the National Constitutional Guidelines in the selection of 
members.  Students selected must encompass the four pillars of NHS (scholarship, leadership, service and 
character). 
 
THE PROCESS 
 

1. Scholarship:   All second semester sophomore, junior, and senior students with a cumulative GPA of 
3.3 or above are considered for NHS selection.  This is the only scholarship requirement in accordance 
with the National Constitution and is never considered again in the process.  Scholarship, by itself, is not 
enough and is never part of the selection process once the initial 3.3 or above grade point average is 
met.  

 
2. Character:   All Whittemore-Prescott faculty members are asked to evaluate a candidate’s character.   
For more information about character, refer to the provided rubric or review the Character Counts!  
Framework at https://charactercounts.org/.   

 
3. Service and Leadership:   A Faculty Council Selection Committee, appointed by the principal, evaluates 
the student submission for leadership and service.  Students are requested to document service and 
leadership on the candidate form.  The completed form needs to be concise and specifically detail 
exactly what your service and leadership roles were.  Generalizations take up space and do not 
accurately assist the selection committee. The description must be on one page of the form; it may not 
go onto a second page for any reason.  You may not attach any certificates, awards, pictures, etc. to the 
candidate form.   

 
Important Information Regarding the Selection Process 
 
The candidate forms are read and evaluated by a selection committee comprised of faculty members. Those 
candidates who are selected demonstrate outstanding performance in leadership, character and service. NHS 
Advisers have no voting privileges during selection. In addition to the candidate form, the names of the 
candidates are submitted to the entire faculty for input on the candidate’s character.  The faculty council is 
asked to admit only those students with considerable leadership responsibilities, philanthropic involvement and 
strong character. 
 
 

https://charactercounts.org/


 
 
 

National Honor Society Guidelines 
 

Leadership (Score 1-4 with a score of 4 being highest) 
     The student who exercises leadership: 

 Is resourceful in proposing new problems, applying principles, and making suggestions 

 Demonstrates initiative in promoting school activities 

 Exercises influence on peers in upholding school ideals 

 Contributes ideas that improve the civic life of the school 

 Is able to delegate responsibilities 

 Inspires positive behavior in others 

 Demonstrates academic initiative 

 Successfully holds school offices or positions of responsibility, conducting business effectively 
and efficiently, and without prodding, demonstrates reliability and dependability 

 Is a forerunner in the classroom, at work, and in school and community activities 

 Is thoroughly dependable in any responsibility accepted. 
 
Service (Score 1-4 with a score of 4 being highest) 
     The student who serves: 

 Is willing to uphold scholarship and maintain a loyal school attitude 

 Participates in some outside activities: Girl Scouts; church groups; volunteer services for the 
aged, poor, or disadvantaged, family duties 

 Volunteers dependable and well-organized assistance, is gladly available, and willing to sacrifice 
to offer assistance 

 Works well with others and is willing to take on difficult or inconspicuous responsibilities 

 Cheerfully and enthusiastically renders any requested service to the school 

 Is willing to represent the class or school in inter-class and inter-scholastic competition 

 Does committee and staff work without complaint 

 Shows courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers, and students 
 
Character (Score 1-4 x 2 with a score of 4 being highest) 
       The student of character: 

 Takes criticism willingly and accepts recommendation graciously  

 Consistently exemplifies desirable qualities of behavior (cheerfulness, friendly, poise, stability) 

 Upholds principles of morality and ethics 

 Cooperates by complying with school regulations concerning property, programs, offices, halls, 
etc. 

 Demonstrates the highest standards of honesty and reliability 

 Observes instructions and rules, punctuality, and faithfulness both inside and outside the 
classroom 

 Has powers of concentration and sustained attention as shown by perseverance and application 
to studies 

 Manifests truthfulness in acknowledging obedience to rules, avoiding cheating in written work, 
and showing unwillingness to profit by the mistakes of others 

 Actively helps rid the school of bad influences or environment 



 
 
 

National Honor Society Candidate Form 
Personal Data 

 
 
 
Name:  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last      First          Middle 
 
Address:  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Number and Street  
           
_________________________________________________________________________ 
City and State        Zip Code 
 
 
Home Telephone: _______________________________________  
 
Cellular Telephone: _______________________________ 
 
 
E-mail:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Class of:___________                        Cumulative Grade Point Average:____________ 
 
 
 
General Directions:  Follow the specific directions on each page.  Candidate form pages should be completed 
online (typed) using Times New Roman, 12 point font and then printed.  Handwritten forms will not be accepted.   
 
Incomplete or late submitted forms will not be reviewed.  
 
Return your completed candidate form to ______________________________________ 
 
Deadline:  _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Co-curricular Activities:   
 
List all activities in which you have participated during high school.  Include FFA, FCCLA, teams, musical groups, 
theater, student council, etc. and major accomplishments in each.   List any leadership positions you have held 
relative to that activity or awards you have received.  
Examples: Captain of a varsity team, superior on vocal or band selections, individual placing at regional or state 
events, district or state FFA/FCCLA officer, etc.   
 
 

ACTIVITY  9 10 11 12 ACCOMPLISHMENTS/LEADERSHIP ROLE/TASKS 

COMPLETED 
 

Example: FFA 
 
 
 

X X X X  VP – 11; Pres - 12                                               
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

     
 



 
 
 

III. School Service  
 

These activities are organized by an adviser of a school affiliated organization.   
For example: helping with tournaments that raise money for your school sponsored activity, helping with a 
community project/benefit representing a school sponsored group (example:  FFA helping set up Farm & Home 
Show or a benefit), working the concession stand for basketball, football, etc.  
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL SERVICE ACTIVITY 

 

 9 10 11 12 NUMBER OF 
HOURS 

 

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS HELD/MAJOR 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS/TASKS COMPLETED 

 
 

Example: Worked Concessions at 
Saturday Track Invitational to benefit 
Cardinal Club and Athletics Program 

  
 
 

X 

 

2 

 

Took orders, handled money, 

and cleaned up 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
IV.   Community Service/Volunteerism/Work Experience   
List community activities in which you have participated and note any major accomplishments, tasks 
completed, and/or leadership positions held in each.  These must be activities outside of school in which you 
participated for the betterment of your community, not for compensation.  They are not activities that are 
organized by a school staff member.   
Examples of service or volunteerism: helping with Bible school, 4-H, Boy or Girl Scouts, community 
benefits/activities, raking someone’s lawn without compensation, getting a group of friends together to clean 
the playground, identifying and doing a community need that you are not asked to do 
Examples of a major accomplishment would be the attainment of Eagle Scout within the scouting organization, 
4-H Champion.  
Examples of leadership:  team leader, officer of organization or other leadership roles such as Sunday School 
Teacher. 

 

 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITY 

 
9 10 11 12 

NUMBER OF 
HOURS 

 

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS HELD OR MAJOR 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS/TASKS COMPLETED 

Example:    Sunday School   X   
1 hr each 

week 

Teacher – created and delivered 

lessons 

 

 

 
      

 

 
      

      
 

 

      
 

 

      
 

 

      
 

 

      
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
Briefly explain your educational plans when you leave high school. 

Give a rationale for your interest in the National Honor Society.  Include what you feel your contributions to the 
organization may be as well as well as how you think membership in NHS will help you develop your character, 
service, and leadership skills. 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

Please provide a personal statement below.  This personal statement should reflect what you stand for and who 
you are as a person.  Include your beliefs, aspirations, goals, attitudes, etc., because this helps the evaluators 
understand you as an individual and become acquainted with you in ways different from courses, grades, 
leadership, service, and character.  In addition, it enables you to demonstrate your ability to organize thoughts 
and express yourself.   Use only the space provided 
 

 



 
 
 

 Whittemore-Prescott High School 
National Honor Society Candidate Form 

Signature Page 
 
 
To be completed by the Candidate: 
 
I understand that completing and submitting this candidate form does not guarantee selection to the National 
Honor Society.  I attest that the information presented here is complete and accurate.  If selected, I agree to 
abide by the standards and guidelines of the chapter and to fulfill all of my membership obligations to the best 
of my ability. 
 
 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Printed) 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
          (Date) 
 
 
  
  
 
To be completed by the parent or guardian of the candidate: 
 
 
I have reviewed the candidate form and give permission for my child to submit his/her form to the Whittemore-
Prescott High School Chapter of the National Honor Society. 
 
 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                  (Printed) 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
          (Date) 
 
Daytime Telephone: ___________________________     E-mail:______________________________________ 



 
 
 

 
OPT OUT FORM  

 
To be completed by the candidate: 
 
I do not wish to be considered for membership in the National Honor Society  
 
 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                         (Printed) 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
          (Date) 
 
 
  
  
 
To be completed by the parent or guardian of the candidate: 
 
 
I understand that my child does not wish to be considered for membership in the National Honor Society.   
 
 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                          (Printed) 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
          (Date) 
 
 
Return your opt out form to ______________________________________ 
 
Deadline:  _____________________________ 
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